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PeaceHealth welcomes new providers



SPRINGFIELD, Ore. – PeaceHealth is pleased to announce the following new providers:

[image: ]Virginia Durrett is a nurse practitioner with the inpatient Palliative Care team at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. She completed the adult gerontology acute care nurse practitioner program at Grand Canyon University based in Phoenix, Ariz. She has worked in the medical field for over 15 years in various roles, including as an RN, nurse’s assistant and licensed practical nurse.


[image: ]Sarah Erb, a family nurse practitioner, has joined the Trauma team at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. She has a special interest in bone health and osteoporosis.  She earned her master’s degree of nursing, family nurse practitioner from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. She previously worked as a nurse practitioner in orthopedic trauma at the University of New Mexico Hospital Trauma Center in Albuquerque, N.M. 

[image: ]
Dr. Mariko Ferronato has joined the Trauma Surgery team at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. She earned her medical degree at Western University of Health Sciences: College of Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific in Pomona, Calif. She previously worked as a trauma and acute care surgeon at Salem Health Medical Group. “I believe that access to high-quality healthcare is a basic human right,” she says. “I chose to practice medicine -- and surgery, in particular -- because I enjoy helping people when they need it most.” 



[image: ]Kemble Green is a nurse practitioner with the inpatient Palliative Care team at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. She earned a masters of science in nursing from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn. She believes that “every patient has the right to know the truth about their healthcare status, the effects of treatments and their prognosis.” 



[image: A person with a beard

Description automatically generated]Dr. Ben Huneycutt has joined PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend as a hospitalist. He earned his medical degree from East Carolina University School of Medicine in Greenville, NC. He says he believes in providing “effective, efficient care to everyone.” 
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Description automatically generated]Kerin Konkler, a nurse practitioner, has joined the Pediatric Surgery team at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. She earned her master of science in nursing: family nurse practitioner from the University of Cincinnati in Ohio. She previously worked as a family nurse practitioner at The Corvallis Clinic. She says, “my goal for patients and families is to empower them to be their own advocate – giving them control of their health – by providing comprehensive, empathetic care coupled with tailored education." 
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Description automatically generated]Julia Koos, a nurse practitioner, has joined the Cardiology team at Oregon Heart & Vascular Institute (OHVI) at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend. She earned her master of science in nursing from Gonzaga University in Spokane, Wash. She is returning to OHVI where she was a telemetry tech and certified nursing assistant, 2011-2016. She then worked as an intensive care unit staff RN at Salem Health Hospitals and Clinics. She strives for patients to “leave our visit feeling like their concerns have been heard and they are able to achieve an understanding and acceptance of their individualized plan of care.” 

 
About PeaceHealth: Based in Vancouver, Wash., PeaceHealth is a not-for-profit Catholic health system offering care to communities in Washington, Oregon and Alaska. In 1890, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace founded what has become PeaceHealth.

PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center at RiverBend is one of Oregon's busiest hospitals located in Springfield, Ore., 110 miles south of Portland. This 347-bed facility is one of the largest hospitals between Portland and San Francisco, serving as a Level II Trauma Center for an eight-county region. Key services for the not-for-profit hospital include cardiology and cardiovascular surgery, oncology, orthopedics, neonatal intensive care, neurosurgery and other specialized surgical services. Visit us online at peacehealth.org. 
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