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Cultural Currents Arts Installations are a Highlight of Visual Arts Week
Ten artists will debut temporary public arts installations in downtown Eugene

Eugene, OR - Visual Arts Week kicks off in Eugene, Oregon on October 6! at Lane Arts Council's
First Friday ArtWalk. Part of this year's weeklong celebration of visual arts will highlight ten
multicultural artists whose works are being displayed as part of the Cultural Currents initiative.

In 2022, Lane Arts Council, in partnership with City of Eugene Cultural Services, was awarded the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Our Town Grant to support Cultural Currents. The Our Town
Grant strengthens communities by funding initiatives in arts, culture, and design that will advance
local economic, physical, or social outcomes.

Cultural Currents is an ongoing collaborative effort and placemaking project led by Lane Arts
Council, City of Eugene Cultural Services, and community partners to strengthen Eugene’s cultural
vibrancy while creating greater connection between growing centers of cultural activity. The
initiative invests in infrastructure for temporary public art and activates public spaces from
downtown to the riverfront through arts and cultural programming that highlights Eugene’s cultural
identities, stories, and experiences during key summer and fall events.

The cultural sector and our creative communities hold potential to shine light on issues of equity
and justice and generate opportunities for education, dialogue, and action. Cultural Currents
supports diverse approaches to arts and storytelling that promote a greater sense of belonging for
our community. With this in mind, Lane Arts Council and City of Eugene Cultural Services sought
out members of the community to inform the process and artist selection for the 2023 Cultural
Currents arts installations. A Cultural Currents Advisory Committee was formed of individuals from
a wide range of identity experiences, art forms, and organizations. The Advisory Committee began
their work in January 2023 to craft a Call to Artists that was inclusive and that would create a
platform for sharing stories and experiences through art.

Hosted by City of Eugene Cultural Services, the Call to Artists attracted 47 submissions from
artists with a range of cultural identities, backgrounds, and arts mediums. The Advisory Committee
carefully evaluated each entry and chose the following ten artists to create art installations at
several locations throughout Downtown Eugene to be unveiled during the October 6™ First Friday
ArtWalk and Visual Arts Week.

« Riverfront Park Banners: Pattrick Price and Coda Stone

o Farmers Market Pavilion 2D Art: Kum Ja Lee

« Riverfront Park and Farmers Market Pavilion Projections: Autumn Green and Aryanna
Nafziger

o Willamette Breezeway and Farmers Market Pavilion Audio Art: Amiia Davis Cooper, Treylon
Day, and Jorah LaFleur

o 6th Ave. Sculptures: Jose Trejo-Maya and MacRae Wylde
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Artist Coda Stone was chosen to design a series of banners for the Riverfront Park. He believes in
the ability of public art to create accessibility and acceptance in our communities.

Coda shared, “Public art is vital as an approachable, accessible, happenstance way of reaching
people in our community. These pole banners will allow a concept of another’s experience to reach
through our fog so we can value those around us in new ways. Once people are aware of someone
in the LGBTQ+ spectrum, then compassion and empathy follow. We are their family. We are their
friends. We are their coworkers. We are their neighbors. Public art helps people recognize us and
relate to us as fellows. We have an astounding resilience and will continue to be present. This
series is a gentle reminder that if someone discriminates against us, they are discriminating
against their own. We are all connected.”

Treylon Day, whose audio installation will be located at the Farmer’s Market Pavilion, echoes Coda
Stone’s perspective: “Public art is that expression within the community. You give an opportunity
for a local artist to be able to publicly put their art out to give a sense of a person or a demographic
of people on how they feel or how they might look at the world.”

Jorah LaFleur will lead a Cultural Currents Installation Tour starting at 6:00pm on October 6th at
the Farmers Market Pavilion in downtown Eugene. Many of the Cultural Current artists will be
present to talk about their art medium and process of creation. Attendees interested in joining the
tour are encouraged to arrive by 5:50pm.

“We started dreaming with our partners in the City of Eugene Cultural Services about this project
back in 2020,” shared Lane Arts Council Executive Director, Stacey Ray. “We saw it as a way to
bring our community back together, activate public spaces, create new opportunities for artists
interested in public art, and center the voices of creatives with diverse lived experiences and
backgrounds. So much of the project was focused on creating an intentional process with the
Advisory Committee, and | think it resulted in a great series of works that show how art can be a
compelling medium for telling the stories of communities and both our shared and varied human
experiences.”

About Lane Arts Council

Lane Arts Council is a nonprofit organization that works to cultivate strong and creative arts
communities throughout Lane County by providing high-quality arts experiences, engaging people
of all ages in arts education, and encouraging artistic endeavors. Learn more at
https://lanearts.org
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